
 

 

 

The Canadian Reform Jewish Community  

Endorses the IHRA Definition of Antisemitism  
 

February 22, 2021 

 

Mr. Jagmeet Singh 

Leader of the New Democratic Party of Canada 

MP for Burnaby South 

 

Dear Mr. Singh,   

       

We are writing you as Canadian rabbis and lay leaders of the Reform movement of Judaism. Our 

movement is a progressive expression of Judaism that preserves tradition, embraces diversity, and 

is deeply committed to social action and social justice advocacy. There are Reform synagogues 

across Canada. The values of our congregants align, in so many ways, with the principles you and 

the party you lead defend and promote.  

 

Driven toward Tikkun Olam (the Jewish obligation to repair the world), we are motivated by the 

Jewish values of compassion, sharing, and working toward justice for all. This includes addressing 

poverty, inequalities, systemic racism, discrimination, and hate.   

 

We are requesting your help and your allyship in the fight against antisemitism, to which we 

know you are personally committed. Unfortunately, we are hearing troubling news from your 

party in the run-up to your policy convention. 

 

To combat antisemitism effectively, we must define and monitor it. To that end, the Canadian 

Council for Reform Judaism, the Reform Rabbis of Canada, and ARZA Canada: the Association of 

Reform Zionists of Canada – collectively the voices of liberal and progressive Judaism in Canada – 

affirm our support for the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of 

antisemitism. Adopted by consensus by state members of the IHRA, the definition is grounded in 

decades of collaborative research by global experts on antisemitism and Holocaust denial and 

addresses a range of contemporary activities and rhetoric that amount to antisemitism. 

 

There are those that argue that the IHRA definition constitutes a plot to prohibit criticism of Israel. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. The IHRA definition states explicitly that “[C]riticism of 

Israel similar to that leveled against any other country cannot be regarded as antisemitic.” 

Additionally, the IHRA definition is purposefully flexible enough to examine the specific 

contextual information that arises from the situation in question. This is why it is such a useful, 

real-world tool. 

 

It is especially troubling to us that efforts to overturn your support for the IHRA definition of 

antisemitism at the NDP convention are led by non-Jews (supported by a small group of Jews who 

did not bother to consult the Jewish community, even parts of the community whose values align 

with those of the NDP). This is the exact opposite of what anti-racist and anti-oppression allyship is 

about.  

 



In Canada, we have witnessed – and experienced – an alarming increase in hate. Year after year, 

Statistics Canada points to Jewish Canadians as the most frequently targeted group for hate crimes. 

From the targeting of our synagogues and community centres, to bullying in schools, to harassment 

online, antisemitism is a real and growing threat. While all forms of hate and discrimination are 

connected, they are often expressed differently. Hate against the Jewish people is constantly 

evolving and manifests in various forms, as exemplified recently by conspiracy theories linking our 

community to the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

The IHRA definition has been endorsed by governments across the globe representing every 

political stripe as well as by the European Union and the United Nations Secretary General and 

Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief. 

 

The IHRA definition forms the clear consensus orientation of Canada toward identifying 

antisemitism in our midst. The definition is a cornerstone of the Federal Anti-Racism Strategy 

introduced in 2016. The Government of Ontario adopted the IHRA definition last year. It is used as 

a reference by the Canadian Human Rights Commission and the Canadian Race Relations 

Foundation, and it is supported by the vast majority of Canada’s Jewish communities, institutions, 

and organizations.  

 

All forms of hate and discrimination are linked and should be addressed intersectionally, but they 

are often expressed differently. As Canadian civil society continues to grapple with hate in all its 

manifestations, the IHRA definition offers a clear, consensus-based, practical tool to identify hatred 

of Jews. Rising to the challenge of combating antisemitism will help insulate all Canadians from its 

insidious effects.  

 

Mr. Singh, please get personally involved to stop this resolution – and others specifically targeting 

Jews and Israel – from being adopted by your party. 

 

Canadians are suffering. We see it in our congregations, in our communities, in our cities. People 

have lost loved ones. They are grappling with economic uncertainties. They are trying to live as 

normally as possible while coping with potential illness, lockdowns, and curfews. They and their 

children are suffering from the mental health consequences of the pandemic.  

 

A progressive and inclusive party should focus on those central issues, not on gaslighting the 

Jewish community. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you.    

 

 

 

 

 

Pekka K. Sinervo, C.M. Lee Weisser Rabbi Dan Moskovitz 

President President Chair, Reform Rabbis of Canada 

CCRJ ARZA Canada Rabbi, Temple Sholom, Vancouver, B.C.  

  



About the CCRJ, Reform Rabbis of Canada, ARZA Canada and the URJ  

The Canadian Council for Reform Judaism (CCRJ) supports and strengthens progressive Jewish 

congregations across Canada that are affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), 

building communities that advance contemporary and inclusive Jewish life. Providing vision and 

voice to transform the way people connect to Judaism, we help congregations stay relevant and 

innovative, motivate more young Jews to embrace Jewish living, agitate for a more progressive 

society, and foster meaningful connections to Israel. 

The Reform Rabbis of Canada brings together the spiritual leaders of the Canadian Reform 

community.  They are the rabbinic leaders within the synagogues affiliated with the CCRJ and are 

the voice of the Canadian Reform community. 

The Association of Reform Zionists of Canada (ARZA Canada) is an affiliate of the CCRJ and URJ. 

ARZA Canada is a member organization of ARZENU, the International Association of Reform 

Zionists, and the Canadian Zionist Federation. With over 6,000 members, its mandate is to connect 

with Reform communities throughout Canada, foster connections with and strengthen ties to the 

Reform Movement in Israel, and work to realize the vision of Reform Zionism. 

The Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), founded in 1873, has grown into the largest and most 

powerful force in North American Jewish life, with nearly 900 member congregations and work 

that inspires, connects, and educates millions of people. Our legacy, reach, leadership, and vision 

mean that we can unite thousands of years of tradition with a modern, evolving Judaism to 

strengthen Jewish communities today and for future generations. 

Visit us at www.ccrj.ca, www.arzacanada.org and www.urj.org to learn about our social justice 

initiatives, camps and programs for young Jews, services for congregations and communities, and 

how you can work with us to create a more just, whole, and compassionate world. Enjoy related 

content at ReformJudaism.org and connect with URJ on Twitter and Facebook. 
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