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802 Drury Lane  

Burlington, ON L7R 2Y2  

comments@hcdsb.org  

Our Jewish faith is guided by two commandments, “‘You shall love Adonai your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,’ and ‘You shall love your neighbour as 

yourself.’  These mitzvot are repeated 36 times in our Torah, guiding our understanding of how 

we treat each and every human being.  Shaarei-Beth El Synagogue in Oakville, in the region of 

Halton, sees these commandments as a guide for us as we attempt to live out our faith in this 

world and in our communities. Our synagogue and Jewish community stand with the students 

of the Halton Catholic Schools in raising a pride flag during the month of June for Pride month. 

We believe schools need to be safe spaces for young people to learn, grow and explore the 

world around them. They need to be brave spaces where young people can be themselves 

without fear of abuse. We join with other organizations like Pflag and Halton Positive Space 

Network and many other faith groups in the region of Halton (such as St. Pauls United Curch 

and the Regional Council of the United Church), and across the country, in supporting the 

students and staff of the Halton Catholic Schools in boldly waving a rainbow flag. Raising a 

rainbow flag is one significant way to support all students and staff who don’t feel safe within 

the walls of their schools, and a step towards full inclusion and acceptance. We ask for God’s 

patience and understanding as we learn together what it means to love God with all our heart, 

mind, and soul, and what it means to love our neighbour in the same way.  

Sincerely,  

 

Rabbi Stephen Wise          
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