
 

June 2, 2021 

 

The Reform Jewish Community of Canada Calls for Action on the Discovery 

of the Unmarked Graves of Indigenous Children at The Kamloops Indian 

Residential School 

 

Our hearts are with the Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc First Nation and Indigenous 

peoples and communities across the country as they mourn once again the deaths 

of 215 children found to be buried in a mass grave on the grounds of the Kamloops 

Indian Residential School. We know that this was not a discovery, but a 

confirmation, and we know that silence is not a solution to the continuing pain and 

injustice experienced by Indigenous communities. 

We stand in solidarity with Indigenous peoples to address the historic and ongoing 

effects of colonialism to ensure a rich heritage, legacy, and future for your children 

and your children’s children. Our tradition teaches that the loss of even one life is 

the loss of a whole world. This particular loss is unfathomable. 

We bear witness to the truth and call on our governments to follow through on 

commitments made to ensure meaningful reconciliation, including following 

through on articles 71-76 of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 

Canada Calls to Action outlining crucial steps related to missing children and 

burials. We further acknowledge that the injustices inflicted upon Indigenous 

peoples in Canada are not limited to historic events like abuse that occurred 

through the Residential School System. Rather, there continue to be pressing issues 

facing Indigenous communities, and it is our responsibility to work together to 

http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf


address them. As our tradition further teaches us, while it may not be upon us to 

complete the work, we are not free to desist from it. 

A national Indian Residential School Crisis Line has been set up to provide 

support for former students and those affected. People can access emotional and 

crisis referral services by calling the 24-hour national crisis line: 1-866-925-4419. 

 

What is Shaarei-Beth El doing. 

  

1. We start all our Shabbat services with an acknowledgement about the First 

Nations communities who are the traditional caretakers of the Land on 

which our communities are hosted. 

  

2. Last summer we created a small subcommittee of our social action 

committee, to address issues of racial and indigenous justice.  This 

committee meets on a regular basis to study together, create programs for the 

synagogue with speakers featuring these issues and focus on the future.  All 

are welcome to join.  Contact chair Sandra Gorlick sandra...@gmail.com 

  

3. We are calling on everyone to take action, and here are some ways to do it:  

   

•         Call on all levels of government to implement the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action.  Email your MP and say 

the following:  

In light of the discovery of the Unmarked Graves of Indigenous 
Children at The Kamloops Indian Residential School, we call on our 
government to follow through and implement recommendations 
71-76 of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission regarding 
“Missing Children and Burial Information.” Specifically, action 
number 74 states: We call upon the federal government to work 
with the churches and Aboriginal community leaders to inform the 
families of children who died at residential schools of the child’s burial 
location, and to respond to families’ wishes for appropriate 
commemoration ceremonies and markers, and reburial in home 

tel:(866)%20925-4419
https://groups.google.com/
http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf


communities where requested.  We call on the federal government 
to ensure that promises made to provide clean drinking water on 
First Nations reserves with boil water advisories are implemented 
as soon as possible. We implore the government for equal 
spending on education for Indigenous youth.  Finally we ask for 
passage of federal Bill C-5, to implement a National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation as well as federal Bill C-15, An Act respecting 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. Thank you. 

 

•         Many of our Indigenous neighbours and contacts and colleagues 

and friends and family are grieving right now. Reach out to 

Indigenous partners and colleagues and community members and 

friends - this is personal. Explore how to be a better ally. 

 
 

•         Join an upcoming virtual gathering on reconciliation in memory of 

the 215 children whose remains were found in Kamloops: Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) 

 
 

•         Make a donation in support of reconciliation to the Indian 

Residential Schools Survivors Society: Donate — Indian Residential 

School Survivors Society (irsss.ca) 

 
 

About the Reform Jewish Community of Canada (RJCC) 

Our mission is to strengthen and grow the Canadian Reform Jewish movement by 

supporting our 25 Reform congregations, Camp George, and our affiliates. 

We are a Jewish Community grounded in Torah, Jewish wisdom and Jewish practices, 

and engaged in the pursuit of the sacred, acts of kindness and social responsibility. A 
Community where everyone is accepted and respected for who they are, who they love; 

and respects individual expression of their love of Israel and the meaning and purpose 

they bring to Judaism. We are a partner of the Union for Reform Judaism, the North 

American Reform movement. 

https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10870098
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=11007812
http://www.trc.ca/
http://www.trc.ca/
https://www.irsss.ca/donate
https://www.irsss.ca/donate


 

About the Reform Rabbis of Canada 

The Reform Rabbis of Canada brings together the spiritual leaders of the Canadian 

Reform community. They are the rabbinic leaders within the synagogues affiliated with 

the RJCC and are the voice of the Canadian Reform community. 

  

About the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) 
The URJ builds community at every level—from the way we collaborate with 

congregations, organizations, and individuals to how we make connections across North 

America to advance contemporary and inclusive Jewish life. Providing vision and voice 

to transform the way people connect to Judaism, we help congregations stay relevant and 

innovative, motivate more young Jews to embrace Jewish living, agitate for a more 
progressive society, and foster meaningful connections to Israel. 
Founded in 1873, URJ has grown into the largest and most powerful force in North 

American Jewish life, with nearly 850 member congregations and work that inspires, 

connects, and educates millions of people. Our legacy, reach, leadership, and vision mean 

that we can unite thousands of years of tradition with a modern, evolving Judaism to 
strengthen Jewish communities today and for future generations. 

Visit us at therjcc.ca and URJ.org to learn about our social justice initiatives, camps and 

programs for young Jews, services for congregations and communities, and how you can 

work with us to create a more just, whole, and compassionate world. Enjoy related 
content at ReformJudaism.org and connect with URJ on Twitter and Facebook. 
 

https://www.therjcc.ca/
https://www.urj.org/?utm_source=PressRelease&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PressRelease
http://www.reformjudaism.org/?utm_source=PressRelease&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PressRelease
https://twitter.com/URJorg
https://www.facebook.com/URJorg/


Here's a few good titles on Indigenous Canadians  

prepared by Sandra Gorlick 
 
1. Seven Fallen Feathers, Racism, Deathe ad Hard Troubles in a Northern City, by Tanya Talaga 
 
2. From the Ashes, By Jesse Thistle, Metis Ph.d student, his personal journey from life on the streets 
 
3.  Clearing the Plains, Disease, Politics of Starvation and the Loss of  Aboriginal Life, 2013, James 
Daschuk 
 
4. Children of the Broken Treaty-- Canada's Lost Promise and One Gir;'s Dream by Charlie Angus 2015 
who visited and tried to make a difference in Attiwapiskat 
 
5.  Keetsahnak, Our Missing and Murdered Indigenous Sisters, a collection of Essays Edited by Kim 
Anderson, Maria Campbell and Christi Belcourt, May 2018, -the contributors look at the roots of 
violence and how it diminishes life for all. 
 
6.  The Inconvenient Indian, by Thomas King, recipient of many awards, explores what It means to be 
First Nations in North America, 2013 
 
7.   Birdie, a novel by Tracey Lindberg about recovering from the wounds of the past and informed by 
the knowledge and lore of the Cree tradition, 2015 
 
8. On/me, poems by Francine Cunningham. Through her poetry the author tries to address how 
residential schools and intergenerational trauma affected her family and identity,  2019. 
 
9.  A Mind Spread Out on the Ground, by Alicia Elliot, 2019, explores systemic oppression faced by 
Indigenous peoples across Candad through the lens of a writer from Six Nations of the Grand 
River.  Many awards. 
 
10.  Bone Black by Carol Rose Golden Eagle, a novel about a sister who goes missing and another 
sister who tries to find justice. The author is both Cree and Dene First nations. 
 
 
For more great books and recent literature, including children's books on Indigenous issues and 
themes, on the web go to www.Goodminds.com   Their store is in Brantford but they do mail out 
books. 
 

http://www.goodminds.com/
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